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- ABSTRACT \ I ,
' i, The data for this report was taken from the’ nt
Hequest for 'Permission to Take a Course Elsewhere Fornm, ch must

include the reason for taking the course at another institution.
Towson State College, Baltimore Community College, and the
Catonsville Community College were the main choices of institutions
wvhich attracted the students to their summer sessions. They tend£d to
attract mostly ‘freshmen and sophomore studepts. The most frequently
cited reasons for taking courses elsewhere was "Close to home" and
"It is not being offered- at UMBC this summer."™ Although the cost o§,l
taking a summer course was cited frequently, most oft the freshmen d
sophomores attended cheaper credit-hour institutions that were close
to home and offered courses after working hours,. There was an overall .
Lzendency to take courses in one's own major field,ve§cept for the )
arge numbers of Mathematics and Humanities majors taking Psychology
and Bducation courses, respectively. The freshmen and sophomores
tended to remain in their majors while the juniors and seniors tended
; to roam from their majors. (Author)
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The data was.extracted from the lette

r of permis-

sion file for summer 1973.

The 424 course-cases repre=-

sent 197 students who tobk one or more courses .OY cited ~

N one or more. reasons for taking courses at another insti- -
*tution. Whexe the data was i¥legible or missing the '
casetwas ekcluded from that table only.’ o

. . DISCUSSION OF.THE DATA g : ‘ / .

1. Declared Major or Career Goal o | s

a3

—
4

90% of the ‘declared majors attended a public %psf{;
.. tution. Of the majors attending ,community colleges, R
1282 were in Nursing, 13% were in Health pre-ptrofessions,
6% in Psychology,. 4% in Sociology, and 30% had declared ' .
‘' no major. Although 42% attended community colleges ande
412 attended state colleges, the-top 5 majors changed . .
at the state college level (15% Nursing, 15% Psychology, o
. 16% H2alfh pre-professional,. 9% Math, and 9% Sociology) . B
- At the university level the pattern of majors shifts
again (17% Psychology, 17% Sociology, 9% History, and

.\ 7% American Studies). It is significant that the declared .~ =
N major prevalent at all types of institutions include : \\ o
Psychology and Sociology. - - coe O

At lgast 9 institutions had 10 or more of our stu-
dents enrdlled in their courses and this accounted for .
) 83% of the codrses taken. In addition, 10% were 'in out-
of-state or foreign schools. ' The remaining 7%; attended -
11 schools which had fewer thdn 10 students in each
school. Of the 9 schools Towson (31%). had '17% who- were
Nursing majors, 12% Psychology, and 10% in Mathematics.
- Baltimore Community College (with 24%) ‘had 30% in Nur-
. sing and 10% in Mathematics.". i

' Catonsville Tommunity

College (with 83%) had 19% in Pental Technology and 13%

in History. At Essax Community College 24% of -those ‘

whq attended were Nursing majors.and 19% were Physical ‘
Therapy majors. At Salisbury ate College 43% were ..

. Dental Tech. majors and another 563 was equally ‘divided .

(S among Pharmacy and History majors. Note that ‘the majors
comprising the largest segment of students were not 4.

year UMBC majors with the exception of Mathematics and

AN

Psychology.
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. 0f those who took courses elsewhére, gome also took
coursas at UMBC during the summer term. 23% of the Ameri-
can Studies majors, .20% of the Economics majors, and 21%
ot thg)3§§tory majors. Very few of the Health profés-
siondi Mmijors were &t the junior or senior level. In the
Social Sciences, 97% of the Sociology majors were juniors
or seniors, 79% in Psychology, and 50% in Political Science, .
and 79% in History. Among Science Division majors 50% of
the Biology majors were at the junior or senior levyel.
Among Mathemafics 'majors, 76% of the students were at the
junior or senior level and in Physics 67%. Among Humani-~
ties Division majors; 100% of American Studies, English
and German majors were at the junior or senior 1evey.

OF those students with less than 30 hours remaining ‘to be
earned for the B.A., 57% of the .English majors were in
this group and 74% of the History majors. : t

Among the majors who had more than 15 students en-
rolled elsewhere (9 majors) their greatest course selec-
«tion was as follows: -

v

" Majors: Biology Dept: Chemistry ' 25%
‘ Chemistry - -English 57%
" Math ~ Math - 56%
Physics - Math 83%
Nursing Chemistry 37% ‘
~ Health Prof. - ' Chemistry’ 42
History .« .Physical ‘Ed. 37%
Psychology Psychology 36%:
‘Sociology Sociology 38%

" The 6 most frequently cited reasons (90%) fox taking
courses elsewhere were as follows: 2 '
25% fTaken at a school close to home
24% The course was not offered at UMBC
12% The course is cheaper elsewhere
11% Taken elsewhere in evening sessions
10% To lighten my future load at UMBC
. 8% To complete a UMBC requirement '

Note that only 2% of the studeﬁt;ﬁwent elsevhere as a
result of olux cancellation of a scheduled summer term
course. . " ‘ ¢ ‘

-




A tentative hypothesis for the preceding 3 variables
vould indicate that we do not offer enough junior or
.senior level courses for our majors. Howaver, a look_

A

at our 9. 1arFest major groups 1nd1cates the f0110w1ng

Biology Not offered at UMBC 38%
_Chemistry Close to home 57%
Math Not offered a UMBC 32%
* Physics " " " 83%
Nursing Close to home 24%
Health Not offered at UMBC 30% v
°  History Close to home 42%
Psychololy @ Not offered at UMBC 23% ,
Sociolog3 " . mooom 38%

Only in the health profe551ons did the relatlve cost of
the course play a major role in the students selection

of the place
predominance
indicates an

where he would take the course.

of. "not offered at UMBC summer session"
inability -to -bffer the student desired

The obvious

courses with

thé available summer faculty.

2. Level of: School

If the students are taking essential courses which
we do not offer in the UMBC summer session; in which
" departments and at what Ievel are they taking them

@l sewhere: e taken at the com-

English
Math
Physics
Biolqgy
_Chemistry
Psychology

- Sociology \

-

Science’
"Humanities :

Social Science
‘Math/Physics

42% of these courses w '
munity college level and on. EE:E;/gZpartments which had

more than 10 students the ra 7ere as follows:

Community College

State Col
n

lege
'ug .

-

Community College
" | 1)

. When you ex. mine the level at whijch
by the Division in Wthh they were taﬁgp
) pattern appears-'

L

L

théy

Community College
State College
" "

a much clearer

56%
61%
67%
47%
60%
59%
53%

were taken.

54%
53%
48%
61%
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‘ In the exanination of the reasons for¥ taking/the
course by the level at which the course was_ taken, it
is ¢lear that the predominate reasons for taking courges
at the.community college war cheaper 86%, close to
‘home 51%, and taken after w,#hours 37%. :

Baltimore city has an abundance of higher education
institutions: public and private. Ower 95% of our cRr-
rent student population come from the Baltimore, area.
The latest annual report by the MarYIandRCQuncih for.
Higher Education indicates that the numker of ct—-time
students is increasing at a faster rate ‘than fu l-time
students. Almost 60% of our current student body receives
some_ form of financial assistance during the regular .
session. Thg majority o r students must worE-durihg
all the ‘special sessions to e tuition expenses. There-
fore, the gourse cost, the time O day that it's offered
and the actual course needs.of- the udents dictate their
participation in the special session. ’ T

/

3.‘/i9ﬁbol'kttended Elsevhere -/ / '
‘ dé; day ses :

7 over 75% of the students atten
Only at UM University Colledge and Johns Hopkins
students attend night school in. signifigant amount
Those same students also took 1 or more oursecs ab.
during the day. At Towson 60% of the stuflents were
juniors or seniors, at Baltimore Community College 75%
were freshmen-sophomores, at Catonsvill ommunity Col-
lege 66% were freshmen-sophomores.. Thgse schools had
over 50% of all the students. 12% of dtudgnts (50) were
in their last 30 hours at UMBC. There is/a rule against

aking more than 6 hours elsewhere during your last 30
) hpurs at UMBC. ' However, if they, were not exceptions it
may indicate an inability to get a needed course at UMBC
during the session. ~ : ' ‘ _ ‘

»
'] v

4. Sessibn(in Which‘the_Course was. Taken o~

L3

v

\\\\hr; over 75% of-the students took \a course elsewhere
d

ing the day. But they took signdficant (more than 10) -
numbexrs of courses at night in the llowing departments:
English 34%, .Math 44%Z:E§ychology 21%, and Sociotegy 26%.

. g * .
[ ‘ . . .

I
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5. Hours Taken at UMBC -~ /

None of the froshmen took a course at UMBC while
taking their courses elsewhere. 96% of the Scieheg
najors and 94% of the Math majors were also in thi
group. 26% of those students who said the course was
easidr elsewhere also took 1 course at UMBC.

’ -

6. Classification - Lo \\ .
X\ the

" 623 of the students who said that they too
course elsewhere because it was not offered at UMBC
were junior-seniors and of those who said the UMBC course
was full 62% were freshmen. The most frequently cited
reasons by class year is as follows: . .

Fre n  Close to home 28% Cheaper gc' 179

Sophomore " " 35% " Not at UMBEC - 17%

Junior - No¥-at UMBC 40% ' Close to- home 15%
||\,\\ .

Senior " o —_— 22% wooo» " 20%
v Conflict with'work  22% . Cy T

LI

7. Over 60 Hburg\Completé&

34% of the students had.completed over 60 hours
at UMBC by the start of the se§sion. The departments
in which they took the courses reflected the different @
needs of the students at their level in their academic
careers: . ‘ - ’

 EngTish 91% less than 60 . ' i

dath 52% more than 60 / :
hysics 57% " oo _ e
iology - 81% less than 60 N : "

hemistxy 83g% . " woon
Economics 803 noon

- Psychology 76% " no - \
Sociology 718 " | non ' _

However, the divisional majors of those student
reflects.that only in the-Science Division were the
students predominantly lower. clagsmen: - -

Science - .~ .v 80% Jess than 60 . [ ’ //;/
So¢ial Science -64% jumore than 60 ’ N
Math/Physics =~ = . 52% " " "e ) }:{?_
Humanities -~ ~-60% ™. " " e )
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This indicates that there is a different necd for some
‘divisional courses by Upper or lower level students.

- The reason for taking, coyrses nost frequently cited by
those with less than 60 hours was "close to home” 30%;
with more than 60 hours was "not of fered at*UMBC" 35%.

" 8. ,In Last 30 Hours .
" The most frequently cited department for students
~{i~their last 30 hours was Math 16%. ‘
However, 62% of all students in their last 30 hours
'+ were Social Science majors. These two findings indicaye.
'~ that Egsg'gper level activities in some departments may
~..be cause y members of other divisions. The most fre- .
e ' gnently cited reason for taking a course .elsewhere by L
[ "+, *the last 30 group was "not offered at UMBC" 24%. ' l/«”

/

9. Department in Which the Course was Taken /

. . /s
_An examination of the highest departments in which
the major tooks/courses’ indicate the following: Co

L

<

Science Division Majors Chem. 30% ° Biol. 18%

: Humanities " " , Edtic. 20% Span/ 13%

? ' ' Social Science Division Majors Psych. 20% Socy. 16%

d _ Mathematics " " Math. . 61% Psych.32%

t T, Undeclared Majors Psych. 20%° Socy. 15%
~ Only in Human§¥ies“and'Mathématics’was there a siqéjf11

cant number of trajors taking courses unrelated to theix
majors. The post frequently cited reason in those depart
ments which had more than 20 of our students was as folloys:

* English. - - Close to home , 28%
. . Math :  Not offered at-UMBCY26% -~
: | \ Physics » " "o TR A3
T oo Biolqgy Coew 39%
; 1 |chemisEry w7308 \
[ ™  ‘pgsychology ~__Clos ! Y
o e . Sociology . o _ L3287 ‘

t/ v

However, at least 50% of all UMBC declared m joxrs took
SO coursds in thei? samg divisions ' The most -
V. frequently cited reason by each of divisional majors
was "not offered at UMBC" 25% to 40% of the time.
s G




CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS | ’ -

T 3] data »trongly suggests rn1rd/5(cou1 haﬁé/met
the Bp#cial session needs of the students with a diffe-
° rent éppro1ch ‘to the methods of selecting Course offexr--
~1ngq. - The hl torical tradition of specis ummper .session
ha come from” the viewpoint of meeting e/fncome nee .
y of\the faculty and not the aeaaemlc Nne ds of the s&gﬂ%ﬁts.

7
ya -

' Two viable alrernatlves ex ist to move.away from
/rhls view of special sess&cns*” Option 1: At spring pre-
. ' /1,ro istration students fill out a Fprm indicating their
: /“" choice of courses to be offered in the summer session
/7 . and indicate thelr majoxr and the reasop for their selec- ' | —
Ll tion, of that course. Option 2/ Mail a questlonnalre . : .
// . %o all non-graduating students who are majors .in the. .

L4

/

departments whichd have had the previous summers highest

- number of students'taking cbuwses elsewhere. The ques- ,
tionnaire asks the same kind -of questlons which.-are asked ' -/
in Option 1. Option 3:- Request from the Office of Ad- c
missions and Registrations an analy51s of the unmet . : e
A - academic needs of the students who’ tried to register - . )
for full courses in the past year. Require that students

who wish to be put on "waiting lists" of closed courses

complete a form which 1n9&§ptes their major ‘and whether ' .
the course is an elective orx requlred for,them.- '

‘There are geveral addltronal optlohs which we could

use |which were pioneered at Indiana University, Purdue
University, and .the University of Texas, Houston but

they/ all require a mpre highly sophisticated, automated )
regilstration. Theigf&ystem analyzed spring-fall pre-. BT

regi tratlon by students who take cours by those who

take courses for electives or to meet ma jor requirements. EEE

' Special sessions can be used as a device to decrease e

the unmet academlc needs of studonts in the regular ses—
- sions. . It can“only do so with Some analysis.of the data ,
——"7 7 7 which the 3 options provide. - , n -7

/",‘ ’
~

{
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o “This indicates that there is a different necd for some

divisional courses by uppar or lower level students.
The reason for taking courses most frequently cited by
‘those with less than 60 hours was Nclosé -to home” 30%;

\ \58. K In Last 30'£Lo_u_r_s- ‘/% ) s * . .

.

However, 62% of all students -in their last 30 -hours

with more than 60 hours was:"no¥ offered. at'udBC" 35%.

T~ The most frequently cited department for students .
~J{n-their last 30 hours was Math 16%. . g '

were Social Science majors. These two finding$ indica
./ that the upPer Yevel\dctivities in sone departimnents ma

-

quently cited reason for taking a cou_rse'elsewhere by
the last 30 group was "not offered at UMBC" 24%.

)
N

9. .Department in Which the Course was Taken /

the major took courses. indicate the followings:

1 -

Humanities " " "Educ. 20% Span

-
)

P frequeptly cited reason by each of divisional mgjors
was "not offered at UMBC" 25% to 40% of the time.‘ .

F b
LT 2 N

~_be caused by members of other divisions. The most fre-

An examination of the highest departments in which

Science Division Majors - Chem. 30% 'Bipl. 18%

Social Science D{rvision Majors Psych.’ 208 Socy. 15%

Mathematics gt " " Math.  61% :I{sy,é:h.32%
. Undeclared Majors . . Psych. 20% Sogty. '15%
T ' -t
Only in Humanities' and Mathematics was there a sigécifi~

cant, nupber of, majors taking courses unrelated tq their) P
'-majors\:. The most frequently cited reason in those depart- .
ments 'which had more than 20 of our students was as follows:

"4 English X Close-to hdme - 28% '
Math . Not offered at-UMBC-26:%5—

PR Physics e . "
- -, | BiajyQgy g IS
Comee Chemistry - > woooo" : “30% - \ ‘

" T ~Psychology _____Close fo home. e
. v ~3 Y N . " . n n o g
' v 'Sol,c'}‘ology ) R . /32 - \
—_

’ oo ~ L
However, at least 50% q’l UMBC declared majors took o
courses .in their same divisions™ . The most—

- 13%

*
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. "the_§§' cidl session neceds qQf the students with a Aiffe-
Y © oach to the nethods of selecting Coyrse offer—:--
The historical tradition of specizl gummer .session

me from the viewpolnt of meeting . 1ncomg/neels

‘Two viable aluefnatlves e ist to,.ovg avay fron
this v1nw of specval SeSS&OnS’ OOLléh l: At sprlng pres

v ' KQTc101ce of: COurses to be offered * tne summer session
: 4/// and indicate their najor and the reason for their selec-
A tlon of that course. Option 2/ -Mail a questlonnglre

to all ndn:graduaclng studehts who -are 'majoxrs .in the.
‘ " departments which have had the previdus summers highest. 7

. tionnaire .asks the same kind -of questions which are aske
- in Option 1. Option 3: Request. from the Office of Ad-.

whe wish to be put_on "waiting lists" of closed courses
\ complete a form whlch indicates their major and wHether
the course is an electlve ox required for.them. .

. - : . -
“There are sevaral additional optiohs whlch we could
e \which were pionsered at Indiana University, Purdue
co. %?iL rsity, and the University of Texas, Houston but
- heyl’all require a more highly sophisticated, automated

regl tratlgp. Their system anaTyzed spring-fall pre-
regijstration by students who take courses by those who
1 take aourses foxr electives or to meet major requlremants.

e .

) the unmet academlc needs of students in the regular—ses—

~ which the 3 options provxde. : ’ S

.

| Special sessions can be used as a dev1ce to, decrease

1

sions. It can’ only do so with some analysis of the’ data‘,

-

o

.

+

‘.

- number of students-taking couyses elsewhere. The ques- d,///;fé;;:;;

' missions and Registrations an analy31s of the unmet . -]
' academic neads of the students who tried to i;gi§;er/f””"l“dig‘a'
. for full courses in the pést year. Require at students L
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